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|A-EHRT Called! into Action!

.
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Teams:

Currently we have three different
PHRTs developed or in the process of
development. They are:

STATE oF IOWA STATE OF IOWA STATE oF IOWA




Purpose

The Public Health Response Teams
(PHRT) are designed to assist and
supplement local resources in the event
of a natural/man-made disaster or
terrorist incident

The lowa Department of Public Health
(IDPH) in partnership with
governmental, professional and private
organizations/agencies have developed
these teams to help relieve personal
suffering from illness/injury during a
disaster or terrorist event.

EHRT BASICS 101 T

had
STATE OF IOW.
DEPT. oF

A
PUBLIC HEALTH

The Envirenmental HealthiResponse Team
(EHRT) prevides: “local, state, national”
technical assistance, INSPEction SERVICES,
hazard assessment and prebklem selvingiin
areas suchi as:

Private/Public Water supplies

Private Waste Water lireatment

Vector Conitrol

Food Safety

Other common envirenmental health problems




Deployment 9/3/05-9/18/05

6 EHRIF Members-EMAC
Vission £ 0805-33

Involved with initial
planning| process; and
integration as, part of
initial EH response in
afifected parnishes

lowa first state to send
EH Professionals through
EMAC to LA.

09/03/2005

The How/Logistics

R

09/05/2005
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EQUIPMENT

09/04/2005

09/04/2005
P

EHRT GO-KIT

Assorted Hand eols-
hammer, wender bar, pliers,
utility knife, etc.

PPE- Saiety/Glasses, hard hat,
latex gloves; first aide Kit,
etc...

String

Tlape- Duct, Mask; Pack;
hazard, scotch

Elashlighit

GPS Unit-Garmin RINO@
Thermoemeters

Dispesable Boots/Gloves
Radio)Communications=VHE
HipBoets/\Waders

M Air Mates

Digital Camera
Laptop Computer

Office Supplies- Pens,
pencils, sharpies, tags,
rubber bands; post its,
clipboards, notepads,
scissors, etc..

Hand Mirror
VVESIIS
Uniforms

Personall Items and Clothes
Change

Leatiher man
Cell Phones




IDENTIFICATION

Accommodations

Wiiere were we geing tes stay?

e - >

The Meat Locker




ransporiatien

Planes, no: Trains, & Automobiles

09/15/2005




\Work Envirenment

09/05/2005
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09/05/2005

Health

09/04/2005




COMMUNICATIONS
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Other

Group leader

Administrative - organizing EPA notes and public water
supply: lists

m computer; cell phones

Local residents — No one better — Unlimited
FEseUICeS

= Housing, foed, transportation, showers &
laundry services

Eriends/Buddy: System

09/14/2005
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Sometimes...

- We have our own emergencies
. to deal with

FOOD SAFETY

Aprox.15,000 LA permitted
retail establishments to be
assessed or inspected

Commercial seafood
inspections completed to
assess and insure food
seizure and witness proper
food destruction

Dairy operations assessed
for hurricane damage

IA-EHRT members
assessed and inspected
aprox. 500-1000 sites
within St. Tammany and
Washington Parishes.

IA-EHRT members
assessed and inspected
over 300 sites in New
Orleans within two day
period prior to departure,
out of 7000 permitted
sites in area.

1000'’s of tons of

destroyed food witnessed
or observed
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PRIVATE
RESIDENCES
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Damage Extremely: Varianle

Many: estalblishiments gene
Others only: lost pewer:

Seme had water supply: prehlems
Quite'a few no damage

Lot’s of fioeding

Others windl damage

Worker shortages

Assisted Various AGERCIES

Louisiana Department of Healthr and Hespitials
St lammany Parshi Health Department
_Metairie_ Parishi Healthr Unit
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Damage: Assessment Sunveys

Loss of power ?

IHow!long was pewer out?

Freezer/ Refrigerator inventory: and function?
Flooding?

Physical damage to structure?

Was food discarded and how?

Any feod!lefit to be! thrown: away?

Needs reinspection or approved for reepening ?

Types ofi Facilities; lnspected

Retail Food Establishments

Seatood/Shellfishr Preducers and
Distributors

Alligator Preducers and Processors
Vieat Processors
Retall' Feed Water Supplies
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Lot’'s of Routine Sanitation Issues
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Did I Mention Hot and Humid?

Hazards Encountered

Broken Glass/ Debris

Vield and More Moeld

Perished Feod

Power Lines: Down

Lots off Peeple in a Hurry.

LLessi of Tiraffic Contrel Lights/Signs
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Puklic \Water Supply:

Coordinated: effort
with EPA Region
6/LDHE/CRWA/IA-
EBRT/1IhoeIs
Response Team
Assessments
completed on over
500 PWS in effected
areas
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10.06.2005
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09/06/2005
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SHELTERS

Inspect Foed Services
Inspect Food Sterage
Generall Sanitation
Restroom/Shower
Facilities

Medical Waste

Solid ' Waste Disposal
Vector Control
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... Lessons Learned!

>

Lessons Learned

Sometimes your responders are VICTIMS of
the disaster

Plan for the worst case and respond to the
emergency as needed

If you have exercised or trained for a
specific emergency or disaster it will
probably occur

Train and exercise with all your response
partners
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Continued

Plan to be self sufficient for 2 weeks
NOT 72 HOURS

Plans are not worth the paper they
are written on if you cannot execute

them

Treat people as people not animals
Account for the animals in your plan
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Contact Information

* Cory Frank
515-281-8561
cfrank@idph.state.ia.us

http://www.idph.state.ia.us/eh/ta/ta.htm
n (Office of Technical Assistance website)
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